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1. Manifold
Part of Speech: Adjective

Meaning: Many and varied; 
having numerous forms.



Hindi Translation: अनेक ঋकार के
Synonyms: 
1. Numerous, 
2. diverse, 
3. multifarious, 
4. multiple
Antonyms: 
1. Singular, 
2. uniform, 
3. simple, 
4. sole
Example Sentence: The problem has manifold causes that 
require detailed investigation.



2. Temblor
Part of Speech: Noun

Meaning: An earthquake.



Hindi Translation: भूकंप
Synonyms: 
1. Quake, 
2. seismic event, 
3. tremor, 
4. shake
Antonyms: 
1. Stability, 
2. stillness,
3. immobility
Example Sentence: The temblor caused widespread damage 
across the region.



3. Ambit
Part of Speech: Noun

Meaning: The scope or extent of 
something.



Hindi Translation: सीमा
Synonyms: 
1. Scope, 
2. range, 
3. extent, 
4. jurisdiction
Antonyms: 
1. Limitation, 
2. restriction, 
3. boundary, 
4. constraint
Example Sentence: The court ruled that the case falls within 
the ambit of national law.



4. Imminence

Part of Speech: Noun

Meaning: The state of being 
about to happen.



Hindi Translation: आसɄता
Synonyms: 
1. Impendingness, 
2. proximity, 
3. approach, 
4. nearness
Antonyms: 
1. Remoteness, 
2. distance, 
3. delay, 
4. postponement
Example Sentence: The imminence of the storm led to 
widespread evacuations.



5. Latent
Part of Speech: Adjective

Meaning: Existing but not yet 
developed or manifest.



Hindi Translation: गुɑ या सुɑ
Synonyms: 
1. Hidden, 
2. dormant, 
3. concealed, 
4. potential
Antonyms: 
1. Apparent, 
2. active, 
3. obvious, 
4. manifest
Example Sentence: The volcano's latent energy could erupt at 
any time



6. Fragility
Part of Speech: Noun

Meaning: The quality of being 
delicate or easily broken.



Hindi Translation: नाजुकता
Synonyms: 
1. Weakness, 
2. delicacy, 
3. brittleness, 
4. vulnerability
Antonyms: 
1. Strength, 
2. resilience, 
3. durability, 
4. sturdiness
Example Sentence: The fragility of the glass ornaments 
required careful handling.



7. Consensus

Part of Speech: Noun

Meaning: General agreement 
among a group..



Hindi Translation: आमसहमित
Synonyms: 
1. Agreement, 
2. harmony, 
3. unanimity, 
4. accord
Antonyms: 
1. Disagreement, 
2. discord, 
3. conflict, 
4. dissension
Example Sentence: The group reached a consensus on the 
new project guidelines.



8. Shards
Part of Speech: Noun

Meaning: Pieces of broken 
material, typically sharp-edged.



Hindi Translation: टुकड़े
Synonyms: 
1. Fragments, 
2. splinters, 
3. slivers, 
4. bits
Antonyms: 
1. Whole, 
2. entirety, 
3. aggregate, 
4. unity
Example Sentence: The earthquake left shards of glass 
scattered across the floor.



9. Recurrent

Part of Speech: Adjective

Meaning: Happening repeatedly 
or periodically.



Hindi Translation: बार-बार होने वाला
Synonyms: 
1. Repeated, 
2. periodic, 
3. frequent, 
4. ongoing
Antonyms: 
1. Rare, 
2. occasional, 
3. sporadic, 
4. infrequent
Example Sentence: Recurrent landslides in the region pose a 
significant threat to infrastructure.



10. Insulation
Part of Speech: Noun

Meaning: Protection from 
external elements or influences.



Hindi Translation: संर঴ण
Synonyms: 
1. Protection,
2. isolation, 
3. buffering, 
4. shielding
Antonyms: 
1. Exposure, 
2. vulnerability, 
3. susceptibility, 
4. openness
Example Sentence: Proper insulation can minimize damage 
during extreme weather events.



Idioms
1. Bubble up – To emerge or become 
noticeable, often referring to memories or 
feelings resurfacing.
2. Take into account – To consider or keep in 
mind something when making decisions.
3. Go a long way – To make significant 
progress or achieve a substantial outcome.



Phrasal Verbs
1. Followed by – To come after or occur as a result 
of something.
2. Pent-up – To be accumulated or held back, 
often referring to energy or emotions.
3. Wash away – To destroy or remove by the flow 
of water.
4. Factored into – To include something as a part 
of a calculation or plan.
5. Adhering to – To follow or comply with rules or 
guidelines





This week, an early-morning earthquake in Tibet of 
magnitude 7.1 and originating at a depth of 10 km has 
reportedly claimed at least 100 lives and damaged buildings 
and houses. The tremors from the quake were felt in Nepal as 
well as parts of Bihar and even New Delhi, thousands of 
kilometres away. The main earthquake was followed by at 
least two aftershocks. If the epicentre had been located closer 
to India, the damage could have been manifold. Earthquakes 
in the Himalayas evoke a special kind of dread in the country. 
Memories of two deadly quakes in Nepal in April and May of 
2015 that killed at least 9,000 and caused incalculable damage 
still bubble up. 



The tectonic plates are the gigantic shards into which Earth is 
broken up. Layered on them are the continents and the seas.
These plates are constantly in motion — colliding with, 
diverging with, or sliding past one another. The Indian plate 
collided with the Eurasian plate and the crust tilted upwards, 
creating the Himalayas. The fractured zones along which they 
interact create the fault lines where earthquakes occur. By 
studying these faults and the pattern of past earthquakes, 
seismologists can estimate how much latent energy at these 
fault lines, which can run thousands of miles, has been 
released and how much of it still resides in them.



Scientists have long warned of a massive, overdue earthquake 
in the Garhwal-Kumaon range because of what is known about 
the pattern of quakes in the region. The records of the last 300 
years suggest that those that have occurred have not released 
all the pent-up energy and that is why there is a broad 
consensus among experts that an 8-magnitude temblor is 
overdue. Unfortunately, predicting the day and time is outside 
the ambit of current science. Thus, the best we can hope for is 
insulation against the projected damage. It is in this context 
that infrastructure development in the Himalayan region must 
be viewed. 



While several of these projects are intended to smooth the 
movement of people and goods, the recurrent landslides and 
glacial lake outbursts that wash away dams, hydropower 
projects, and roads serve as a constant reminder of the 
inherent fragility of the region. Every form of infrastructure in 
the region — power plant or dam — must take into account 
the imminence of a major earthquake and the associated costs 
factored into planning. Adhering to already existing building 
codes, not only in the Himalayas but in the surrounding Indo-
Gangetic plains, can go a long way in limiting the inevitable 
damage.



1. What can be inferred as a critical concern regarding 
infrastructure development in the Himalayan region?
A) It is primarily focused on increasing tourism.
B) It disregards the risk of glacial lake outbursts.
C) It does not sufficiently consider the imminent threat of 
major earthquakes.
D) It is leading to the depletion of natural resources in 
the region.
E) It prioritizes aesthetic appeal over functionality.



2. What caused the formation of the Himalayas?
A) Divergence of tectonic plates
B) Sliding of the Indian plate past the Eurasian plate
C) Collision of the Indian plate with the Eurasian plate
D) Movement of glacial lakes
E) Volcanic eruptions in the region



3. According to the passage, what magnitude 
earthquake is overdue in the Garhwal-
Kumaon range?
A) 7.1
B) 8.0
C) 6.5
D) 9.0
E) 7.8



4. What can be inferred about the ability to predict 
earthquakes in the Himalayan region?
A) Scientists can accurately predict the timing of earthquakes.
B) Earthquakes in the region occur at random and cannot be 
studied.
C) Current science can estimate energy buildup but not the 
exact time of earthquakes.
D) The region is unlikely to experience major earthquakes in 
the near future.
E) Seismologists have concluded that no major earthquakes 
are possible in the Himalayas.



5. Why is adherence to building codes important in 
the Himalayan and Indo-Gangetic regions?
A) To improve tourism infrastructure
B) To limit damage from future earthquakes
C) To ensure smooth transportation of goods
D) To reduce construction costs in earthquake-prone 
areas
E) To promote uniformity in architectural design





REVISION



Match the columns
Column BColumn A
P: To communicate information, knowledge, or wisdom to others.A.Empowerment
Q: No longer in existence, operation, or use; obsolete.B. Dilute
R: Taking action in advance to address potential problems or needs before they arise.C. Scuttle

S: To run hurriedly with short steps or to deliberately sink a ship by making holes in it.D. Proactive

T: The process of giving someone the authority or power to do something.E. Cripple
U: To severely damage or impair the functioning of something or someone.F. Elicit

V: To make a substance weaker or less concentrated, typically by adding water or another liquid.G. Defunct

W: To draw out a response, reaction, or information from someone.H. Impart
X: The act of bringing something back to life, popularity, or existence after a period of decline.I. Revival



Answer
A. Empowerment T:
B. Dilute V: 
C. Scuttle S: 
D. Proactive R: 
E. Cripple U: 
F. Elicit W: 
G. Defunct Q: 
H. Impart P: 
I. Revival X:
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Editorial 2 : 



The present human condition is marked by a loss of faith in 
the permanence of the world. The continuing violence in 
several places, climate change and ecological crises are 
chipping away at the assuredness in the sheer presence of the 
world. What is the nature of pain we encounter in the face of 
this transitory world? The human condition is characterised 
by a distinct sense of haphazardness towards this 
predicament — we seem to be assured of our ability to 
bandage injuries. Under the moral injunction to act, we take 
recourse to hasty, unexamined actions, which are sometimes 
more band-aid than salve.



The call to act in the face of crisis is high enough to foreclose a 
patient understanding of concerns that demand time. This 
seems to remove empathy from our understanding of the state 
of affairs. Hannah Arendt’s account of human action is 
prescient in this respect. Human beings indeed are blessed 
with this unique capacity to act and bring something new to 
the world. However, paradoxically, these actions can become 
self-defeating, as they can set off a chain of events, which are 
not only beyond their own control but can also result in self-
inflicted catastrophes. The unintended effects of human 
action, as history has shown, have resulted in unprecedented 
devastation. 



At the same time, Arendt underlines the significance of 
common “human” experiences, especially with those whose 
perspectives may differ from ours. In recent years, the 
Slovenian philosopher Slavoj Zizek has warned against the 
anti-theoretical edge of urgent injunctions, finding value in 
patient learning and understanding of the problem at hand, 
instead of giving in to the impulse to act immediately.
The crises are exploited by the state-market nexus. It feeds on 
our anxieties by propelling an urgency to act and save the 
world. Ironically, its other side is systematically involved in 
developing a thick immunity to this decaying world — bottled 
water, air purifiers, air conditioners, and gated communities. 



A lot of technological solutions to ecological crises are not 
based on the connection between human beings and nature.
Education has always been seen as directly or indirectly 
responsible for whatever is happening in the world and, 
therefore, is expected to develop an immediate response to 
this crisis. Consequently, awareness programmes seem to 
have received traction in recent times, especially with regard 
to ecological, social and cultural concerns. But how effective 
are these as “sensitisation” efforts? Imbuing education with a 
proactive action plan to avert or delay catastrophes has 
become the focus of policy and practice. 



Education does have a role in mitigating or preventing crises. 
However, the ways in which unrealistic expectations are often 
placed on education should be of concern to us. Education is 
not expected to frame a well-thought-out response that ensues 
because of staying with the problem, reflecting and thinking 
about its contours and encountering the “affect” that it 
generates. Instead, it is handed the charge of fixing the 
problem with implementable, operational plans. Unwittingly, 
this fake urgency to act, even with the right intentions, only 
furthers the artificial divide that is often made between 
thinking, feeling and doing.



What does it then mean to inhabit the world whose 
permanence one is not sure of? What is the nature of pain we 
encounter as we become cognisant of this decaying world? In a 
brilliant three-page essay, ‘On Transience’, Freud engages 
with humans’ inability to experience joy or the capacity to love 
in the face of impending decay. The fact that the loved object 
will go away, and is transitory, disturbs the worth of that 
object. For Freud, mourning helps one reconcile with the loss 
and recalibrate oneself with the changing times



1. Haphazardness
Meaning: Lacking order or planning; random.
Part of Speech: Noun
Hindi Translation: अʩव्̾थतता
Synonyms: Disorder, randomness, chaos, 
unpredictability
Antonyms: Orderliness, precision, planning, 
structure
Example Sentence: The haphazardness of the 
project led to its ultimate failure.



2. Recourse
Meaning: A source of help in a difficult 
situation.
Part of Speech: Noun
Hindi Translation: सहारा
Synonyms: Aid, resource, resort, support
Antonyms: Obstruction, hindrance, 
impediment, block
Example Sentence: When negotiations failed, 
the only recourse was to seek legal action. 



3. Foreclose
Meaning: To prevent or preclude something 
from happening.
Part of Speech: Verb
Hindi Translation: रोकना
Synonyms: Prevent, exclude, prohibit, bar
Antonyms: Allow, permit, enable, facilitate
Example Sentence: Rushing into a decision 
may foreclose better opportunities in the 
future.



4. Prescient
Meaning: Having foresight or knowledge of 
events before they happen.
Part of Speech: Adjective
Hindi Translation: दूरदश५
Synonyms: Prophetic, visionary, insightful, 
foresighted
Antonyms: Shortsighted, ignorant, oblivious, 
unaware
Example Sentence: Her prescient warnings about 
climate change are now proving accurate.



5. Cognisant
Meaning: Aware or having knowledge of 
something.
Part of Speech: Adjective
Hindi Translation: अवगत
Synonyms: Aware, conscious, informed, 
knowledgeable
Antonyms: Unaware, ignorant, oblivious, 
unmindful
Example Sentence: Leaders must be cognisant of 
the challenges their policies could create. 



6. Transitory
Meaning: Temporary; not permanent.
Part of Speech: Adjective
Hindi Translation: ঴िणक
Synonyms: Ephemeral, fleeting, momentary, 
transient
Antonyms: Permanent, lasting, enduring, 
perpetual
Example Sentence: The joy she felt was 
transitory, fading as quickly as it had appeared.



7. Injunction
Meaning: An authoritative warning or order.
Part of Speech: Noun
Hindi Translation: आदेश
Synonyms: Directive, mandate, command, 
decree
Antonyms: Suggestion, advice, request, plea
Example Sentence: The court issued an 
injunction to halt the construction of the 
building.



8. Paradoxically
Meaning: In a way that seems contradictory or 
absurd but may actually be true.
Part of Speech: Adverb
Hindi Translation: िवरोधाभासपूण१ तरीके से
Synonyms: Contrarily, ironically, inconsistently, 
illogically
Antonyms: Logically, consistently, understandably, 
coherently
Example Sentence: Paradoxically, his refusal to act 
decisively brought about the change he desired.



9. Catastrophes
Meaning: Sudden and widespread disasters or 
calamities.
Part of Speech: Noun
Hindi Translation: आपदाएँ
Synonyms: Disasters, calamities, cataclysms, crises
Antonyms: Blessings, miracles, salvations, 
triumphs
Example Sentence: The region has suffered several 
natural catastrophes in recent years.



10. Affect
Meaning: An emotional response or feeling.
Part of Speech: Noun
Hindi Translation: भाव
Synonyms: Emotion, mood, sentiment, reaction
Antonyms: Indifference, apathy, detachment, 
neutrality
Example Sentence: The tragic news visibly 
altered her affect.



11. Mitigating
Meaning: Making less severe or serious.
Part of Speech: Verb/Adjective
Hindi Translation: कम करना
Synonyms: Alleviating, reducing, easing, lessening
Antonyms: Aggravating, intensifying, worsening, 
exacerbating
Example Sentence: The company introduced 
several policies aimed at mitigating the impact of 
layoffs.



12. Ensues
Meaning: Happens or occurs as a result of 
something.
Part of Speech: Verb
Hindi Translation: पौरणामˢॺपहोना
Synonyms: Follows, arises, results, proceeds
Antonyms: Precedes, causes, originates, triggers
Example Sentence: A heated debate ensues 
every time the topic of climate change is 
discussed



13. Imbuing
Meaning: Inspiring or permeating with a feeling or 
quality.
Part of Speech: Verb
Hindi Translation: भर देना
Synonyms: Infusing, instilling, inculcating, 
permeating
Antonyms: Draining, removing, erasing, extracting
Example Sentence: The teacher excelled at imbuing 
her lessons with enthusiasm and curiosity. 



14. Artificial
Meaning: Made or produced by humans rather 
than occurring naturally.
Part of Speech: Adjective
Hindi Translation: कृिআम
Synonyms: Synthetic, man-made, fake, 
contrived
Antonyms: Natural, genuine, authentic, real
Example Sentence: The artificial lake was 
created to address water scarcity in the region.



15. Decaying
Meaning: Rotting or deteriorating.
Part of Speech: Verb/Adjective
Hindi Translation: सड़ना
Synonyms: Deteriorating, decomposing, crumbling, 
eroding
Antonyms: Growing, flourishing, thriving, 
strengthening
Example Sentence: The building has been decaying 
for years due to neglect and weather damage. 



SUMMARY

This editorial reflects on the challenges of living in a world 
where permanence seems uncertain due to ongoing crises 

such as violence, climate change, and ecological 
degradation. It examines how human reactions to these 

problems often prioritize immediate action over thoughtful 
understanding, which can sometimes worsen the issues.



KEY IDEAS:

1. Human Reaction to Crises:
o We tend to respond to crises hastily, acting out of moral 

pressure without fully analyzing the situation. Such "band-aid" 
solutions may temporarily cover the problem but fail to address 

the root causes.
o Philosopher Hannah Arendt highlights that while 

humans have the unique ability to act and create change, these 
actions can have unintended, often harmful, consequences.



KEY IDEAS:

2. Need for Patience and Empathy:
o Slavoj Žižek warns against rushing to act without 
understanding the complexity of the problem. Instead, he 

advocates for patient learning and empathy.
o The lack of empathy and the tendency to act impulsively 

strip humanity of meaningful connections and nuanced 
understanding of crises.



KEY IDEAS:
3. Role of the State-Market Nexus:

o The state and market exploit our fears by pushing urgent 
actions to "save the world." However, they simultaneously 
create systems that cater to the privileged, like bottled water 

and gated communities, rather than addressing the root causes 
of ecological problems.

o Technological fixes often ignore the deeper relationship 
between humans and nature, offering short-term relief rather 

than sustainable solutions.



KEY IDEAS:

4. Education’s Role and Limitations:
o Education is often tasked with solving global crises 

through awareness programs and proactive policies. While it 
has an important role, unrealistic expectations can hinder its 

effectiveness.
o A meaningful response requires time for reflection, 
thought, and an emotional connection to the problem, but 
education is pressured to deliver quick, operational fixes.



KEY IDEAS:

5. Coping with a Decaying World:
o Sigmund Freud’s essay On Transience is referenced to 

explore how humans struggle to find joy or love when aware of 
the world's impermanence. Mourning, according to Freud, 

helps us come to terms with loss and adapt to change.



cONclUSION:

The editorial emphasizes the importance of moving beyond 
rushed solutions to develop a deeper understanding of crises. It 

calls for combining thinking, feeling, and action to create 
lasting change, rather than succumbing to fake urgencies 

driven by fear or pressure. It reminds us to reconcile with the 
transitory nature of the world and approach problems with 

patience, empathy, and thoughtful engagement.
________________________________________
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